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Who We Are
Engineers Without Borders is a non-profit humanitarian 
organization dedicated to community-driven projects in 
developing countries to provide basic necessities and 
improve lives. 
Our Project
Our chapter is working to implement a water sanitation 
system in a small community (~240 individuals) in northern 
Brazil known as Tapagem. The community’s water supply is 
heavily contaminated with coliform bacteria and other 
waterborne pathogens. We are exploring ways in which to 

treat and distribute water with the support of the community and our in-country partners. For more 
information about this project visit our website pittewb.wordpress.com. 

A Message from the Officers: 
Greetings and welcome to the first issue of the EWB Pitt 
Monthly in which we provide updates on our activities, 
events, and progress! Our chapter has been busy this past 
month welcoming members both old and new from winter 
vacation and planning for the upcoming year. Of special 
note is that we have received donations from the Mine 
Safety Appliances Company and Cameron Technologies in 
support of our international project and we are thrilled to 
have them along for the ride! 
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We have been hard at work preparing for our upcoming assessment trip to the community. Multiple 
filtration and sanitation options are being evaluated for sustainability and cost. We are also working with 
our Brazilian NGO to obtain heavy metal tests from the river along which the community rests to 
determine the extent of filtration needed. Some of the goals for our upcoming trip are to: develop a 
community map; perform additional water testing; and discuss responsibility and solution options with 
the community. Additionally, to improve our water testing process we are testing new kits and 
developing a portable incubation system.  
Often overlooked in the implementation of engineering projects is the importance of community 
involvement. Our project needs to last far beyond the time we spend there and so sustainability and 
education is vital to our project. We are working to establish a community committee that will provide 
health education while monitoring and maintaining the project. On our next trip we will run a 
community-wide questionnaire to assess the health condition of the community. We are also 
developing separate educational program for adults and children in the importance of water sanitation 
and simple ways to remain healthy. 

International Project
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Recently we hosted a concert at 
The Cellar in downtown 

Pittsburgh featuring  two local 
bands and are now planning for 
a formal event for our sponsors 
and students in the spring. We 

will also be holding smaller 
fundraisers throughout the 

semester.

Fundraising

We are hard at work promoting 
awareness of our international 
project and to raise money for 

our second assessment trip.
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Student Spotlight!

Contact Us! 

For general information and questions email us at 
ewb.usa.pitt@gmail.com or visit us at pittewb.wordpress.com

Katrina Wienmann 
Major: Mechanical Engineering 
Involvement: International & Local Project 
Interests: Orienteering, running, hiking, camping, backpacking, Seattle sports 
(Go Hawks!), music, travel 
Q: Why did you choose EWB? 
A: “Before I even came to Pitt, I had [EWB] picked out… I think the whole idea of 
using engineering skills to help out either local or foreign communities… is a 
perfect combination of applying what we learn in school and… help out less 
fortunate communities that don't have the resources to solve problems. I would 
love to be able to travel and meet the people living in the community we are 
helping.”

Find us on: PittEWB @Pitt_EWB

We would like to thank our sponsors:

Local Project
We are excited to be working with the Pittsburgh Professional Chapter of EWB to design an educational, 
urban garden for Community Human Services’ Oakland Community Food Pantry. We will develop an 
innovative and sustainable garden geared toward teaching community members how to grow their own 
produce, collect compost, and live self-sufficiently. Our project will provide both fresh produce for the 
food pantry as well as provide education and activities for both adults and children. Finally, we are 
continuing our tradition of monthly volunteering events with deserving causes throughout the 
Pittsburgh area.
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